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Meeting Notes 
Community Meeting #4 

 
 
LOCATION:  Boys & Girls Club, 901 Thompson Street, Austin, TX 78702 
 
DATE: Tuesday, July 9th, 2013, 6:00PM – 8:00PM 
 
MEETING PURPOSE: To build upon input from previous Community Meetings in order to begin creating 
guiding principles and to define a vision for the future of Rosewood Courts and immediate the 
surrounding neighborhood. 
 
PRESENTATION: The presentation by Camiros Senior Associate Adam Rosa included a summary of the 
planning process, where we are now, action items and updates since we last met, and a summary of 
what we heard at Community Meeting #3 including initial vision statements. Adam also summarized the 
existing site features at Rosewood Courts through a series of photos in order to set the stage for the 
visioning activity. Following this, the team invited Rosewood Courts residents to speak about the 
affordable housing bus tour that they attended as well as desired elements that they envision for the 
future of Rosewood Courts. The final portion of the presentation included an overview and explanation 
of the Visioning Exercise. 
 
ROSEWOOD COURTS VISIONING ACTIVITY: Six tables of breakout groups were formed to undertake the 
evening’s visioning exercise. Tables were staffed with facilitators from the planning team to help explain 
the exercise, clarify goals, answer questions and help keep groups on task. 
 
Attendees were first asked to discuss and define a number of core guiding principles for the future of 
the Rosewood Courts site and the surrounding neighborhood. Based upon these guiding principles, 
attendees were the asked to work together to create a vision statement, or a theme for their plan that 
would reflect the key principles established. 
 
Following the development of core guiding principles and a vision statement, attendees were asked to 
work with the materials provided (base map; building blocks representing a variety of uses including 
multifamily public housing, affordable and market rate housing; single family housing, community 
facilities, commercial and retail spaces; cut-out pieces representing parking and amenities, and markers 
to indicate circulation) and develop a scheme for the future of Rosewood Courts. 
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Guiding Principles: The list below includes the key guiding principles created by the groups, taken from 
both notes listed on the base maps provided, as well as newsprint sheets at each station. Where 
possible, they have been grouped around some of the larger themes that emerged from the discussion. 
 
Preservation/Designation/Community Character 

- Preserve all units 
- Consider preserving as many of the buildings as possible, potentially an 80% preserved vs. 20% 

new ratio  
- Historic designation as an African-American community 
- Try to save a building as a historic site 
- Community center through adaptive reuse after historic review and National Register 

entry/findings. To include space for community, children 
- Units in scale with the neighborhood, and keeping in context with surrounding neighborhood 

character 
- Respect compatibility standards 
- Ensure that Rosewood Courts maintains and respects that character of the neighborhood and 

community 
- Preserve heritage trees on site 

 
Site/Neighborhood Amenities 

- Provide quality child care/child care center on site 
- Add child playscapes and play center on site 
- Add laundry facility on site 
- Make sure that Rosewood Courts is an amenity for residents and the larger community 
- Add parking lots on or near the site to increase amount of parking 
- Provide overflow parking across the street (north side of Rosewood) 
- Increase the amount of open space on site 
- Add green space and public art 
- Create harmonious transitions between Rosewood Courts and surrounding neighborhood single 

family homes 
- Indoor and outdoor community spaces 
- Daylight Poquito Creek 
- Set back from riparian space, and encourage Low Impact Development 
- Create opportunities for economic development and related initiatives that support Rosewood 

Courts residents and residents of the surrounding neighborhood 
- Combine and connect Rosewood Courts and Salina Apartments 
- New HEB in the neighborhood 
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New Units/Improved Units/Larger Units 
- Add some two-story townhome style units to give privacy and a backyard feel 
- Provide a greater mixture of units that can accommodate a variety of family sizes 
- Downstairs living room and dining room areas, and 2 or 3 bedrooms upstairs 
- Larger units 
- Provide air conditioning and improve air flow 
- Improve inside condition of units 
- If single family homes are included, homeownership opportunities must be available 

 
Density and Scale 

- Make Rosewood Courts “better, not bigger” (four of the six groups recorded this principle) 
- Improve quality of life without adding more units 
- Keep same scale and density (124 public housing units) 
- No additional residential density 
- Avoid big blocks 
- No further density 
- Replace all units on site 

 
Accessibility 

- Ramps vs. stairs 
- Consider one large ramp on the site, as opposed to many sets of stairs 
- Accessibility for elderly and disabled individuals, and better ease of access on to property and 

into units for service providers including Fire Department/EMS/Police 
- Take down fencing – make a more walkable, identifiable and cohesive community 
- Make street crossings safer for everyone 
- Wider/shadier sidewalks 

 
The Process 

- Keep the needs and concerns of Rosewood Courts residents first and foremost in the design, 
planning and construction 

- Address impact on elementary schools if students are relocated during any reconstruction/re-
development 

- Ensure that people who wish to stay onsite during renovations will stay onsite 
 

Vision Statements: Each group attempted to draft a vision statement that would guide the overall 
development of their scheme for the Rosewood Courts site and the larger neighborhood. While some 
teams had difficulty pinning down exact statements, many of the visions contained ideas of 
preservation, respecting existing community character and history, and the idea of making Rosewood 
Courts “Better, not Bigger.” Still other visions were developed around Rosewood Courts becoming an 
amenity for residents and the larger community, incorporating new green space and daylighting the 
currently culverted creek. It should be noted that there were groups on both sides of the spectrum, with 
one group advocating for wholesale preservation of the site, save and adaptively reuse selected 
buildings, and one group that completely reimagined Rosewood Courts from the ground up. On the 
whole, however, as will be shown in the photographs of the schemes that follow, it appears that most 
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groups chose to incorporate some amount of preservation, with some amount of new or improved 
development within the Rosewood Courts site.  
 
Rosewood Courts Site Maps: The following pages contain images of the sites as designed and annotated 
by the working groups at the community meeting. Key aspects of each site plan are highlighted below 
the image. 
 

 
 

- Preserve 80% of existing buildings on site 
- Maintain 124 units on site 
- Consider some duplex style units 
- Add new community building in the center of the site, as well as two new laundry facilities on 

the north and south 
- Increase parking (add more parking on site and additional parking across Rosewood) 
- Daylight Poquito Creek 
- Connect Rosewood Courts with Salina Apartments 
- Add commercial across Rosewood Avenue 
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- Make Rosewood Better not Bigger 
- Daylight Poquito Creek and create a riparian buffer zone 
- Encourage Low Impact Development along the creek 
- Add new playground area, as well as several new community buildings 
- Add new parking lots on site 
- Add retail along north side of Rosewood Avenue 
- Consider one large ramp through the site, as opposed to individual sets of stairs 
- Create wider, shadier sidewalks 
- Create a community space from an existing historic building 
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- Daylight Poquito Creek 
- Add new park space, with community buildings and housing along the edge 
- Add more parking to the site 
- Add new playground facilities, as well as smaller open spaces 
- Add retail on the north side of Rosewood Avenue 
- Courtyard buildings along the southern portion of the site 
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- Create a new water feature on site 
- Increase the number of community buildings on site, and in the neighborhood 
- Add daycare facilities and new playgrounds to the Rosewood Courts site, and the surrounding 

neighborhood 
- Create amenities off site, such as a dentist, doctor’s office, hospital, new retail and market rate 

housing, and an HEB market, as well as new park space 
- Add some market rate housing to the Rosewood Courts site, along Rosewood Avenue, and add 

some commercial buildings to the site as well 
- Add new parking areas to the Rosewood Courts site 
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- Daylight Poquito Creek 
- Add new community buildings on the Rosewood Courts Site, as well as a central large park space 

for residents and the community 
- Consider new unit types, with living room and dining room on the first floor, and two to three 

bedrooms on the upper floors 
- Make street crossings easier and safer for residents and neighborhood community members 
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- Preserve the Rosewood Courts buildings 
- Preserve heritage/shade trees on site 
- Do not add any additional residential density 
- Consider adaptive reuse of an existing building for the creation of a community building 
- Respect neighborhood compatibility standards 
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