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Meeting Notes 
Community Meeting #3 

 
 
LOCATION: Kealing Middle School Cafeteria, 11607 Pennsylvania Avenue, Austin, TX  78702 
 
DATE: Tuesday, April 30, 2013, 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
 
MEETING PURPOSE: To provide an overview of the Rosewood Choice Neighborhoods Planning 
Initiative, and continue the conversation and engage in activities with Rosewood Courts 
residents and Rosewood and Central East Austin community residents to identify neighborhood 
assets. 
 
PRESENTATION: A welcome was given by Eileen Schrandt (HACA) who introduced the 
Rosewood Eagles; an all-female youth cheer squad of Rosewood Courts residents led by Sandra 
Winston (HACA). The girls performed a number of cheers and received a warm ovation from the 
community. 
 
An introductory presentation was then given by Adam Rosa (Camiros). The presentation 
reviewed the four overarching issues discussed in Community Meeting #1 (neighborhood 
balance, neighborhood identity and development character, strengthening families and serving 
special populations and public safety); provided a recap of the community conversations and 
Q&A from Community Meeting #2; reviewed a simplified planning approach; highlighted early 
action projects; and presented the Story Board – Share Your Community Story activity. 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSETS ACTIVITY: Six tables of breakout groups were formed to complete a 
neighborhood assets activity.  Each table consisted of approximately eight community members 
who identified physical, social, cultural and economic neighborhood-valued assets within the 
Rosewood community.  The product of this meeting will be used to inform participants in the 
community visioning process. 
 
The items listed below were the top 10 neighborhood-valued assets per table: 
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Table 1: The assets identified included the rich African-American culture and history of the 
Rosewood neighborhood, the many spiritual organizations and congregations, and educational 
and job resources available to the community. Participants at this table indicated that they 
would like to see more organizations that will assist parents with their children’s educational 
needs after school and during the summer months.    

1. Rosewood Courts – the public housing property has a rich history and has been an 
institution in the community for many years 

2. Parks 
3. Culture – Juneteenth celebrations, Huston-Tillotson University, African American 

Cultural & Heritage Facility 
4. Kids – Boys & Girls Club, Millennium Youth Center 
5. Goodwill – GED Program 
6. Greater Mount Zion Baptist Church 
7. Carver Library 
8. Capital Metro 
9. School – Kealing, Blessings Beyond Daycare, ACC, Zaragoza Head Start, Blackshear 

Elementary 
10. Conley-Guerrero Senior Activity Center  
11. DeWitty Center - Job Resource Center and Resume Building  
12. Austin-Free Net - Computer Skill Classes 
13. Austin Community College - ESL, GED  and college classes 
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Table 2: The assets identified at Table 2 were primarily focused on neighborhood schools and 
senior centers. The participants at this table discussed the importance of safe places for 
children to learn and grow.   

1. Improved children’s activities safe places for kids to interact and play – Boys & Girls Club 
2. Access to parks 
3. Easy to walk to places in the neighborhood 
4. Access to HEB   
5. It has not always been safe at Rosewood Courts, but it is getting better 
6. Capital Metro – good access to mass transportation in the neighborhood 
7. Local art and music scene 
8. Great access to worship centers 
9. Schools – Huston-Tillotson University, Kealing Middle School, Blackshear Elementary 
10. Senior Center - Conley-Guerrero Senior Activity Center provides good activities for 

seniors 
11. East Side Pies – representative of the small businesses in the neighborhood 
12. Millennium – good place for kids, has undergone great improvements 
13. Rosewood Courts – great access through Rosewood Courts; strong sense of community 
14. Juneteenth and other celebrations – Fun! 
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Table 3: The assets identified at Table 3 were diverse and focused on cultural, social, 
educational and infrastructure assets in the community.  

1. Community Gateway – brings a good introduction to our community 
2. Carver Library – powerful resource to support children’s education 
3. Capital Metro – access to bus system in the neighborhood 
4. Sense of community 
5. Diversity / Culture – Juneteenth celebrations are very important in this community 
6. Good support services are available at neighborhood schools 
7. There are not a lot of violent crimes as compared to other neighborhoods 
8. Sense of safety and security 
9. Access to parks 
10. Family friendly organizations – recreational center, Boys & Girls Club 
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Table 4: The overall message at Table 4 was to preserve the historical landmarks and African- 
American culture of the neighborhood and to remember the roots of the African-American 
community.  Participants discussed that gentrification is taking over East Austin and that a lot of 
small businesses have been forced to close down.  

1. Historical homes and porches 
2. Rosewood neighborhood history 
3. Old Carver Library – acknowledging the library and continuing to build its resources 
4. Local Businesses – Bubba Stewart Beauty/Barber Shop, Hillside Drug Store, Blessings 

Beyond Daycare, East Side Pies, Franklins Barbecue, Scooter’s Learning Center 
5. Churches – Community of faith 
6. Huston-Tillotson University – Historically Black University with a rich history 
7. Local family-owned medical services – doctor’s offices, pharmacies 
8. Conley-Guerrero Senior Activity Center 
9. Millennium Youth Complex 
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Table 5: Participants at Table 5 identified a number of assets that have formed and are 
remembered as the cultural and historic core of the community. These assets ranged from 
businesses, community centers and churches to Rosewood Courts and local educational 
institutions. 

1. Rosewood Courts – the center of the community – a place of great history and cultural 
significance 

2. Churches – an important focal point for community residents 
3. Local barber shops/salons – Outside of the local churches, these shops are known to 

bring dispersed older residents back to the neighborhood 
4. Community Center – Doris Miller Auditorium; brings back fond memories for older 

residents 
5. Blackshear Elementary – holds fond memories for former neighborhood residents who 

attended the school; plays a significant role in preparing local children for the future 
Huston-Tillotson University – this is a major center for higher learning and is a place that 
children can strive to attend; residents are proud to have this University in the 
neighborhood 

6. Small businesses – Lumber, grocery stores, blacksmith, ice cream parlor, and pharmacy - 
Many fond memories associated with the local shops and services and the people who 
owned and operated these small business (generally local African-American residents). 

7. Howson Community Center – Great memories of dances, music and fun in the old days 
8. Harlem Theater – hosted the likes of James Brown 
9.  African American Culture and Heritage Facility – this new/renovated facility celebrates 

the rich history and importance of the neighborhood 
10. 11th street toward downtown Austin - the commercial core of the neighborhood  
11. Carver Library and Museum – civic core of the neighborhood and a great resource for 

families 
12. Porches of houses – allows residents to know their neighbors 
13.  Scale of business buildings was 2-story, compatible with single-family residences. 
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Table 6: Participants at Table 6 identified a number of assets related to the history of the 
Rosewood community and identified local business and various physical aspects of the 
community as important in contributing to the neighborhood feel. 

1. Porches of houses – connection to neighborhood; dominance of front porches is an 
important architectural feature that supports neighborliness and community 

2. The alleys in the neighborhood as also places that allow the community to interact in a 
somewhat more intimate and informal manner than the front porch 

3. Culture – Cultural diversity based on early African-American history of the neighborhood 
4. Churches – the heart and anchor of Rosewood community and served both as centers 

for fellowship as well as centers/focal points 
5. Education – the area is rich in educational resources from daycare through college 
6. History – we must remember the history of the Rosewood neighborhood starting with 

1928 master plan which instituted segregation; Rosewood Courts was identified as the 
African-American resident property, Chalmers the Caucasian resident property and 
Santa Rita Courts as the Hispanic resident property 

7. African-American history needs to be honored and respected 
8. Parks and community resources are plentiful 
9. Recreational areas along Boggy Creek 
10. Local Businesses are important to the continued economic development of the 

community 
11. The neighborhood has a rich, historic mix of Hispanic and African-American cultures  
12. The diversity and authenticity of the neighborhoods many residents 
13. Strong support and affection for local businesses 
14. The location of the neighborhood, proximate to Downtown is an asset 
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