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COMMUNITY MEETING #5 BRINGS SITE 
LAYOUT DRAFT CONCEPTS TO THE PUBLIC

On January 30th, HACA hosted Community Meeting #5 at Blackshear Elementary School. Th e Open House was 
well attended with over 60 community members participating. Many comments were received and the planning 
team members answered a number of questions from both residents and community members. HACA will be 
sharing photographs and comments received on the rosewoodchoice.com website soon. 

Th e meeting space was divided into three diff erent stations: Project Background, Strategic Initiatives, and 
Rosewood Courts Draft  Concepts. 

Station 1: Project Background
At this station, HACA staff  and planning team members were available to answer questions about how the process 
has progressed since it began in December 2012. General project objectives, maps of the planning area and photos 
from previous community meetings and other events were displayed. 

Station 2: Strategic Initiatives
Each person who visited this station was given $10,000 in “Rosewood Bucks” to spend in nine baskets, each 
representing diff erent issues and areas of interest relating to Kids & Family, Self-Suffi  ciency, Business & Community, 
and Health & Wellness issues. Planning team members were available to answer questions and to further explain 
how proposed projects and programs could become a reality.

Station 3: Rosewood Courts Draft  Concepts
Th e three potential site layouts which were shown at the December 18th Resident Meeting at Rosewood Courts 
were on display at this station. Also posted were photos taken by Rosewood Courts residents during the April 2013 
Bus Tour and the voting results from the design and preference survey that followed the tour. Comments made 
by Rosewood Courts residents throughout the planning process were also shared alongside the site drawings. 
Planning team members had an opportunity to interact with a variety of community members, receive feedback 
and answer questions related to the potential redevelopment.

If you were unable to attend this community meeting but would still like to see the concepts, provide feedback 
and participate in the “Rosewood Bucks” exercise, 
please contact Sandra Winston at (512) 680-1308 or 
stop by her offi  ce. Participation in this exercise must 
be completed by Wednesday, February 12, 2014.

Th ank you to all who attended this Community 
Meeting, particularly our resident leaders who 
assisted with set-up and introduction of activities. 
As always, you can speak to Sandra if you have 
questions about this planning process or if you 
would more details about what happened at the 
Community Meeting.



HACA is committed to the well being of you and your family. By keeping you informed of programs and services, 
HACA hopes to provide you with various opportunities. Listed below are some programs currently off ered.

~ Blackshear Elementary School has created a program called Blackshear Bridge to help 
increase environmental and economic sustainability and academic excellence at the school and 
in the neighborhood. If you or someone in your family is interested in helping the school with 
its community garden or other environmental events, please contact Donna Hoff man at 512-
299-5776 or visit blackshearbridge.org. Th is is a great way to get involved if your child attends 
Blackshear Elementary School. We’d love to see your family participate.

~ WeViva provides accessible and aff ordable fi tness and nutrition programs for people 
in low-income neighborhoods. Th ey accomplish this by providing the classes on-site 
and completely free of charge. Classes are coming to Booker T. Washington, Santa Rita, 
Meadowbrook and Th urmond Heights. It is anticipated that classes will begin the week of 
February 10th or 17th. More information on these classes will come soon!

~ Th e City of Austin’s Parks and Recreation Department has fi nancial aid for 
extended care for low-income families to support the enrollment of youth in 
enrichment programs throughout the year and in the summer. Funding will be 
off ered to those that qualify for free or reduced lunch, or meet income-based criteria. 
Financial aid application forms are available at: http://austintexas.gov/sites/default/
fi les/fi les/Parks/Centralized_Programs/PARD_FinAidApplication.pdf, or Sandra can provide you a printed 
version. Financial aid will cover 75% of registration fees up to a maximum of $400 for Austin Parks and Recreation 
youth enrichment programs, such as aft erschool care and activities, spring break camp, summer camp(s), youth 
sports, swimming lessons and more.  Completed applications can be faxed to 512-974-6756 or submitted to an 
Austin Parks and Recreation facility off ering youth programs.

ONGOING EVENTS

If you have moved to Rosewood Courts in the last 12 months, 
or if you just have questions about the Rosewood Choice 
Neighborhoods Initiative, please feel free to call Sandra, Eileen 

or Nick. We will be glad to answer your questions. Th is process can seem confusing and overwhelming, especially 
for new residents. HACA has heard various myths and rumors during this past year about what will happen at 
Rosewood Courts and no doubt there will continue to be more. If you are concerned about something you have 
heard, please don’t hesitate to check the facts with CNI staff . Even though public housing is a transitional time in 
your life, Rosewood Courts is your home and your voice for a better way of life and your needs must continue to 
be heard. Without your participation, the process and decision-making will be driven by those who don’t live at 
Rosewood Courts. All new residents will be contacted by Sandra so you can meet with her and learn about Choice 
Neighborhoods or feel free to stop by her offi  ce at any time to schedule an appointment.

TO ALL NEW RESIDENTS OF 
ROSEWOOD COURTS:

Th e next Rosewood Courts / Salina Resident Council Th e next Rosewood Courts / Salina Resident Council 
meeting is scheduled for this Wednesday, February 5th meeting is scheduled for this Wednesday, February 5th 

at 11am in the Salina Community Room. at 11am in the Salina Community Room. 



LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT CLASSES AND ISSUE 
SEMINARS CONTINUE TO CREATE SUCCESS
Leadership Development classes 
off ered by Austin Interfaith community 
interest seminars presented by HACA 
have provided a great start to the 

Rosewood Courts Apprenticeship program. Expanded 
to include all 11 applicants, the fi rst day of classes was 
January 7th. Participants have made a committment 
to this program designed to develop their leadership 
skills and provide tools helpful in the workplace and 
community. Jesse Posner has led the Tuesday leadership 
classes and the residents are excitedabout what they 
are learning. Eileen Schrandt led the fi rst monthly 
seminar on January 9th where basic logistics of the 
apprenticeship program were discussed along with the 
course outline. 

Th e 11 apprentices will train to become leaders at 
Rosewood Courts and learn to gather information to 
speak on behalf of interested residents regarding the 
Rosewood Choice Neighborhoods Initiative and other 
important community issues.

Over the course of these next 9 months, the 
apprentices will learn valuable empowerment, job-
readiness and self-building skills that will be useful 
in a variety of situations. Class attendance has been 
outstanding and all apprentices interact with each other 
respectfully and professionally. Austin Interfaith and 
HACA are excited to have such amazing leaders living 
at Rosewood Courts! 

Congratulations to these 11 participants and good 
luck with the remainder of the curriculum!

Leadership In Action: Recently, the apprentices appeared and spoke at a Texas Historical Commission meeting 
regarding the process of placing Rosewood Courts in the National Historic Register. Th e apprentices wanted 
to inform the Commission members of the desire for current Rosewood Courts residents to participate in the 
nomination process. Due in part to the apprentices’ participation, the Commission voted to delay consideration 
of the nomination for 90 days until its May meeting.
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To cultivate sustainable aff ordable housing communities and partnerships 
that inspire self reliance, growth, and optimism.

~ HACA will fully replace all Public Housing Units at the Rosewood Court site.
~ HACA will preserve Rosewood Courts’ unique history.
~ HACA will guarantee the right to return and work to minimize displacement if construction 
occurs.

THE HACA MISSIONTHE HACA MISSION

HACA’S COMMITMENTS TO ROSEWOOD COURTS’ RESIDENTSHACA’S COMMITMENTS TO ROSEWOOD COURTS’ RESIDENTS

THE HACA VISIONTHE HACA VISION
We envision neighborhoods where poverty is alleviated, communities are healthy and safe, and 
all people can achieve their full potential.
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